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Soloveitchik: On Repentance

*Allow me, please, to make a “private confession” concerning a matter that has

caused me much loss of sleep. I am not so

very old, yet | remember a time when nine-

ty percent of world Jewry were observant and the secularists were a small minority at
the fringes of the camp. I still remember—it was not so long ago—when Jews were
still close to God and lived in an atmosphere pervaded with holiness. But, today, what
do we see? The profane and the secular are in control wherever we turn. Even in those

neighborhoods made up predominantly of

religious Jews one can no longer talk of the

“sanctity of the Sabbath day.” True, there are Jews in America who obscrve the Sab-

bath. The label “Sabbath observer” has come to be used as a title of honor in our \
[ circles, just like “Harav HaGaon”—neither really indicates anything and both testify |
to the lowly state of our generation. But, it is not for the Sabbath that my !\eart ache_s,

it is for the forgotten “eve of the Sabbath.” There are Sabbath-observing Jews in |
America, but there are not «eve-of-the-Sabbath” Jews who go out to greet the Sab- |

; bath with beating hearts and pulsating souls.
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As the sun was setting on Shabbat eve, they saw an elderly man who
was holding two bundles of myrtle branches and running at twilight.
They said to him: Why do you have these? He said to them: In honor

of Shabbat. They said to him: And

let one suffice. He answered them:

One is corresponding to: “Remember the Shabbat day, to keep it holy”
(Exodus 20:8), and one is corresponding to: “Observe the Shabbat day,

to keep it holy” (Deuteronomy 5:12).

Rabbi Shimon said to his son: See

how beloved the mitzvot are to Israel. Their minds were put at ease
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PREPARING FOR A MITZVAH
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Now, longing for God has another virtue. When a person suffices just
with the deed, then he is limited to the deed itself. For example, if a person
puts on tefillin, then only his hand has the benefit of putting on tefillin.

But when a person yearns and pines for a mitzvah, in order to give God
pleasure, the performance of the particular mitzvah includes all the mitzvos
and it is considered as if he had performed all the mitzvos. As our Sage;
say,'“] “When a person who intended to do a mitzvah was accidentally
prevented from doing so...it is considered as if he performed the mitzvah.”
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